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Introduction

This was in fact our third foreign trip of the year – and it was only May! Somehow or other we managed to fit it all in! Marion had booked this particular one as soon as it appeared in the Naturetrek listings, since Peru had been rising through the ranks of places we were wanting to go to at a rate of knots! I think that we wanted to go even more having been to Ecuador, since it was another sojourn to the western side of the Andes. 

Organisation

Another Naturetrek budget trip, so a simple phone call and that, essentially, was that. The only minor ‘niggle’ we had was of not being able to avoid the initial hop to Heathrow, as we had managed so successfully to do on the recent Ecuador trip. This was probably down to ourselves in truth however, through not confirming our intent to go on the trip until fairly late on, such that all rooms available through the “Madrid Amigo” arrangements had gone. Nonetheless, with staying overnight close to Heathrow, it was OK.
Ground agents

Kolibri Expeditions handled everything for us whilst on Peruvian soil, principally with Gunnar Engblom at the helm, ably assisted by various members of his staff who undertook all forms of duties from driving, cooking, setting up and dismantling camp and probably a whole host of other stuff that went on behind the scenes. Such organisation also included the pelagic on our last day, where a captain and boat sympathetic to the rather specialised needs of birders had been found a couple of years ago. 

Since our entire trip comprised just the two of us (something we were more than happy to discover only a couple of days before departure!) the tour was fine tuned to our needs. This meant minor tweaks or short-notice changes to maximise the time we spent at sites likely to provide the best results. As was the case here, at least some part of all tours arranged by Kolibri appears to have at least some camping element, which of course does two things; brings down the cost and increases the fun. Its also likely of course to put you in amongst the birds as soon as you step from your tent, rather than having had to travel or hike there.

Whatever the reason, whether the ‘norm’ for these Naturterek tours OR that Kolibri ALWAYS work in the manner we experienced, the end product is a very busy scheduled trip. Activities, birding or travelling generally began anything from 04:00 and finished as late as 21:00, so there’s no doubting that you get value! Equally clear is that you really do have to be reasonably fit – though probably moreso on this trip than others to the country where there is less time spent at altitude. Its equally important to recognise that you simply wont be able to wander up and down these mountains goat-like as they do, since you are not going to acclimatise to the conditions sufficiently in the short time you are there.

e-mail address:
 http://www.kolibriexpeditions.com/peru.html 

Food

Mainly prepared by Renzo, and always good grub whenever and wherever it appeared. Since the majority of meals were taken in the back of beyond, it was oftentimes a wonder how he managed to do it! The spinach soup one evening was superb, and the breakfast porridge not too far behind! Other than these picnic affairs, which included plenty of fruits and juices and a wonderful array of meats and cheeses etc; we ate at a hotel once and a Chinese restaurant twice in Lima – and the food was perfectly OK and the Chinese considerably better in fact. Water is best considered as unsafe, but bottled is available everywhere without problem. 

Accommodation

One of the fun parts of the trip! “Hostals” were fine; perfectly clean and all with a toilet and shower. The bizarre place in Lima saw us literally in a ‘double’ room – one bed upstairs and one down, but apart from being noisy from time to time when we were trying desperately to get some sleep, it was OK. Other than these, we camped only on the one night (as explained later), two hours uphill from our base-camp village – in which we spent another in the rather interesting Health Centre – no electric, loos – but with no flush – but in which we slept like logs all but immediately after our heads touched the pillow!

Weather

On the coastal strip, each morning began with at least some fog, which was never really an issue in terms of it interrupting or impacting on the birding. When in the Cordilleras, it was either warm to very warm in the Negras (the dark mountains), or chilly to warm in the Blancas (those which were snow-topped). There was practically no rain to speak of and one mini-length hail shower when at 4780 metres one afternoon – typically, timed to co-incide with our attempts to relocate the Kalinowsk’s Tinamou! All in all, rather nice weather, neither one extreme or another.

When on the pelagic, we again had mist/fog/whatever you want to call it, but again nothing which had any effect on seeing the birds. In truth, it was probably a Godsend, shielding us at least in part from what might otherwise have been a hot, sunny day.

Health

No real problems. The worst thing we had to contend with after the risk of sunburn was that of altitude sickness, and over-doing it when at the higher elevations – something which would have been simple to do. However, we aren’t hikers or ramblers, so are fairly pedestrian even on the flat at sea-level, so didn’t have to change our habits! We took warm clothes in the shape of woolly hats, gloves, fleeces and waterproofs, but scarcely wore any – apart from when at the highest points in the trip when they were donned to combat altitude sickness. The other principal defences are clearly to drink lots of fluid – and not to run when you hear the first call of ‘DSP!’.

Pelagics are always a concern, particularly if you are not too clever in small boats miles out to sea. However, off Lima (Callao) it would seem that the chances of anything more than minor bumpiness is unusual. Certainly for us it was practically a mirror for the first and last hours, and at its worst a little wobbly, conveniently around the time when birds were at their most exciting – which probably helped those of lesser dispositions. The worst times are undoubtedly when the boat slows or stops to chum. Here, not only do you have to contend with the rather unpleasant smells (try moving to the front!), but also that the motion of the boat changes to being multi-directional from the furrow-ploughing when at full speed (a heroic eight knots in this instance!).

The Centre for Disease Control (CDC) was again consulted before we left, as too our own GP, bus since we were up to date on everything else on the required list, we once more got away with it. No injections again!
Books & maps

We didn't take any maps, and even if we had its doubtful how useful they would have been since most of the roads we used were in fact little more than tracks – and not marked. Book-wise, we took: 

The Birds of Columbia, which was as useful as a chocolate fireguard, and:

The Birds of Ecuador – which wasn’t that much better

so relied on the very good library available through Kolibri. In short - don't take books, use the library!

Useful web sites

Taxonomic changes:
http://www.itc.nl/~deby/SM/TaxChanges.html
CDC:


http://www.cdc.gov 



Birding in Peru:
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/links/links.jsp?page=l_sam_pe 




http://www.oceanwanderers.com/Chile.html 

(Huascaran NP)

http://www.bolivianbeauty.com/HuascaranNP/MainPage.htm 

Itinerary

(main birding areas of a day in bold)

	28th May
	Late aftenoon flight from Manchester to Heathrow, spending the night in a hotel adjacent to the airport.

	29th May
	Heathrow to Madrid and then on to Lima with Iberian Airlines. Arrived Lima c.17:30 local time. Overnight in Huaral, an hour or so north of Lima.

	30th May
	Huaral to Lomas de Lachay reserve, then on through to Huarmey. Huarmey to St Damian, birding along the way. Night in the Health Clinic in St Damian!

	31st May
	St Damian into the surrounding mountains. Night at camp in a rather idyllic site half way to nowhere.

	1st June
	Return to St Damian. Leaving for the Cordilleras Blanca late morning, and taking the entire day to get to Recuay and the tarmac road. Night in Caraz.

	2nd June
	Early rise to get to Huascaran National Park: Yanama Pass, Laguna Orconcocha,  Laguna Chinancocha, Dona Josefa trail before departing for Pueblo Libre village just prior to losing the light. Night in Caraz.

	3rd June
	Even early rise to get to Huascaran National Park for an owling session along the Dona Josefa trail. Thereafter a return to Pueblo Libre village before the long haul back to Casma, on the coast. Birding all the way, but principally at Nepeña and Pañamarca. Night in Casma.

	4th June
	Casma to Lima, birding only at Paraíso Lagoon prior to getting there and Villa Marshes and adjacent shore and Pucusana between midday and dark. Night in Lima.

	5th June
	Lima to Ticlio Marsh. Ticlio Marsh, Marcapomacocha Road, Rio Blanco Road and finally Millo Tongo Road before returning to Lima well after dark. Night again in Lima. 

	6th June
	Port of Callao. Pelagic to 35 nautical miles offshore. Thereafter, early evening overnight flight to Madrid, with on-going connections to Heathrow and Manchester on 7th June, arriving home around 22:00.


Daily log

Bird and mammal counts. Though as usual, we have attempted to give an idea of relative abundance through including counts for all species seen, on a trip such as this, its practically impossible to log the actual numbers involved, apart from the uncommon or rare. Birds coming thick and fast most of the time, and which call in a foreign language(!) conspire to ensure that the counts as presented below are best considered as the minimum that we saw, rather than the actual. Pseudo accurate counts can also appear, following an accumulation of counts from more than one site. For example, 453 may be a guesstimated flock of 400 plus a counted flock of 53! Maximum individual counts are highlighted throughout to give some insight as to the make up of the overall total accordingly.

Certain families (doves are one) almost get ignored, particularly any species which is common or moving towards abundant. Equally, large numbers of birds 'heard only' wont have been recorded for the same reason. Attempting to do everything would leave little time over to actually watch birds! The data refer to our personal observations only.

The only other bugbear concerns species names, which seem to be as numerous as there are different books. Since our recording package is Bird Recorder, we continue to retain the naming convention within its database. For consistency, the differences between Bird Recorder and the provided checklist are mapped as Appendix A.

28th May

A leisurely paced start to our trip, with a late afternoon British Airways flight from Manchester to Heathrow and thereafter a short transfer to a nearby Hotel for an overnight stay. Everything went smoothly, other than after having checked our bags through to Lima (from Manchester), when we asked BA ground staff a question as to whether we could get seat allocations for the long-haul flight (and thus get some more time in bed in the morning). One of the questions they asked concerned our bags, and when we told them we had checked them through already, two of the three were visibly shocked! “Oh, I wouldn’t have done that… overnight in Heathrow….no, I wouldn’t have done that!” was a comment we could have done without hearing. What was done was done however, and at least our room overlooked the runway, so at least we had some entertainment for a while.

29th May 
Up at the crack of dawn the trips’ first highlight was seeing a late-night reveller asleep, propped up against a car in the Hotel Car Park. During the short wait for the bus, we all agreed that he was in fact still breathing – though no-one actually went across to check!

Our first Iberia flight was delayed in taking off, despite a designated departure time of 07:30, so you have to wonder whether or not its actually possible for anything to leave Heathrow on time these days… even though the majority of arrivals do. From Madrid its an 11-hour haul to Lima, but with four bad films and various other entertainments it passed reasonably quickly, and after sighing with relief that our luggage had survived its night in Heathrow we were soon out into the arrivals hall in Lima. At first glance, none of the signs being held up were relating to us, yet there was Juan Jose, sporting “Naturetrek” on his piece of A4, a sign easily read providing you weren’t more than 12” from it. However, at least he was there and we piled into the rather plush people carrier as quickly as night fell. 

Huaral is a small village about 70kms north of Lima, and within it is an equally small “hostal”, down an even smaller side street – though once inside everything was perfectly OK. We seemed to wake up a small dog as we entered our room, something which it clearly had no intention of ever letting us forget, since it kept us awake practically all night with metronomic-like barking, hour upon hour…. This noise level was subsequently added to by some form of village celebrations part way through the night (complete with fireworks of course) and the manic crowing of many cocks pre-dawn!  Naturally, the 04:30 alarm was completely surplus to requirements, as we were by this time laughing almost uncontrollably at the dog, still barking and going into its eighth or ninth hour straight!

30th May

News from Juan Jose that Gunnar would be late joining us (due to fog) wasn’t exactly the start we had anticipated, moreso given he was bringing breakfast AND the Hostal wasn’t open enough yet to produce even a cup of coffee. Nonetheless, within an hour of the allotted arrival time, a land-cruiser came to a halt outside, from which Gunnar and Renzo (to be our chief everything apart from birds man!) descended. Moments later, all five of us were safely packed on board and heading for Lomas de Lachay and the trips’ first birding…. or so we thought. 

Birds seen: Huaral - Cattle Egret 100, Snowy Egret 3, Pacific Dove 1, Gold-billed Ground-dove 16, Bare-faced Ground-dove 150, Vermillion Flycatcher 1, Blue-and-white Swallow 2.
Introductions over with, practically the first words from Gunnar’s mouth told that the area within the Reserve we were scheduled to visit first (and find Cactus Canastero) had inexplicably been closed off to the public! Already, our thoughts were along the lines of “classic start  to a trip”. Undaunted by this apparent setback, we first took a side road and then a sand track (good things these land-cruisers!) which headed up into a desertified, misty valley where Gunnar felt the canastero had a good chance of being found also.  Whilst Renzo and Juan prepared breakfast, the three of us went wandering, finding a few, in fact a very few birds for our pains, yet including several quite unexpected Greyish Miners. After the splendid breakfast, we left the guys to pack up and again we headed off down to valley, aiming to be picked up by them as and when they were ready to leave. Again, nothing much, not even an old canastero nest to raise our hopes, but at the last throw of the dice, in an area seemingly less suitable, first the call, then the nest, and finally the bird showed – not such a bad start to the day after all! Unknown to us at this time of course was the fact that this early start was formative on two fronts: firstly, we would usually find our quarry late on during our attempts, and second, we would miss practically nothing all trip!

Leaving the valley, we paused to notch Coastal Miner before heading off into the Park proper. “Sometimes you get Least Seedsnipe and Tawny-throated Dotterel in the first few hundred metres”. Yes you do and as we did, sometimes you get both! Subsequently, on a short walk for Thick-billed Miner and Peruvian Meadowlark, we smiled broadly at hearing our first Gold-billed Ground-doves ‘croaking’ and more broadly still as both targets fell into place.

Birds seen: Lomas de Lachay - Black-chested Buzzard-eagle 3, American Kestrel 1, Tawny-throated Dotterel 7, Least Seedsnipe 150, Eared Dove 25, Gold-billed Ground-dove 15, Bare-faced Ground-dove 3, Burrowing Owl 2, Greyish Miner 7, Coastal Miner 20, Thick-billed Miner 1, Cactus Canastero 1, Dark-faced Ground-tyrant 1, Vermillion Flycatcher 10, Blue-and-white Swallow 16, Southern House Wren 2, Chiguanco Thrush 1, Rufous-collared Sparrow 15, Ash-breasted Sierra-finch 2, Band-tailed Sierra-finch 4, Peruvian Meadowlark 10.

Before turning east at Huarmey, we next travelled for an hour or so further north along the highway, through seemingly endless sand-dunes and otherwise arid countryside – very similar in fact to that between Huaral and Lomas de Lachay. Along the way, and whenever the road took us close enough to the ocean we undertook some 80kph sea-watching, logging Peruvian Booby and Peruvian Pelican amongst lesser lights and unidentifiable blobs!
Birds seen: Lomas de Lachay to Huarmey - Peruvian Pelican 8, Peruvian Booby 6, Olivaceous Cormorant 1, Cattle Egret 105, Turkey Vulture 14, American Black Vulture 15, American Kestrel 1, Bare-faced Ground-dove 50, Amazilia Hummingbird 1, Vermillion Flycatcher 2, Tropical Kingbird 1, Southern Beardless Tyrannulet 1, Long-tailed Mockingbird 3, Great-tailed Grackle 8.

Huarmey was where we parted company with tarmac roads, to the extent that between here and Recuay on the 1st June we would spend only about three hours on tarmac. Pausing briefly for lunch and equally briefly for sundry birds and the odd photo, it still took us too long to reach St Damian with sufficient light left to attempt the two hour walk up to our campsite. No matter, hasty negotiations with the villagers procured us a roof over our heads for the night in the ‘health clinic”, a rather rustic place but home for the night – and in any case, we were tired enough to have slept standing up in an earthquake. The night passed quickly due in no small part to us getting up before it was over!
Birds seen: Huarmey to St. Damian - Turkey Vulture 1, American Black Vulture 1, Red-backed Hawk 1, American Kestrel 3, Pacific Dove 1, Bare-faced Ground-dove 200, Dark-billed Cuckoo 1, Groove-billed Ani 6, Amazilia Hummingbird 3, Vermillion Flycatcher 20, Long-tailed Mockingbird 30, Rufous-collared Sparrow 100, Scrub Blackbird 1.

31st May

With donkeys arranged to carry our camp up after us, we set off at dawn to walk the 3kms (it felt more like 10) to the rather idyllic, secluded and wonderfully isolated campsite, birding along the way. Unsurprisingly, before we had gone much beyond halfway, the mule-train (plus Renzo!) sped past us.

Birds seen: St. Damian to campsite –  Black-chested Buzzard-eagle 1, Eared Dove 10, Gold-billed Ground-dove 1, Bare-faced Ground-dove 6, Mountain Parakeet 2, Andean Swift 10, Amazilia Hummingbird 3, Oasis Hummingbird 2, Peruvian Sheartail 2, Purple-collared Woodstar 6, Black-necked Woodpecker 2, Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant 4, Southern House Wren 1, White-faced Gnatcatcher 3.
Given that Renzo was to be as busy as he possible could be for the next few hours, we opted for just a short breather before continuing our ascent for the days’ principal quarry, Russet-bellied Spinetail. Unfortunately for him, Renzo’s “as busy as” included making our lunch and bringing it up to us a couple of hours later! At the same time, one of the local ‘sherpas’ was dispatched back to St Damian to see if he could find and return with Gunnars’ torch – a walk which thanks to our steady progress uphill took around four hours, and he in fact stayed with us for the rest of the day, including for a well earned evening meal.

We struggled to find the Spinetail, ending up practically in Mexico before we called a halt and did an about turn, whereupon 60 seconds later the latter of two birds which shot across our bows proved to be our quarry. Little of consequence was added on the way back to camp, so on the suggestion we might try for Koepcke’s Screech-owl, (which just might be in the area), we sat out the remaining daylight and waited for the full-moon to kick in. Once in the eerie half light, and casting the obligatory moon shadows, we began the last kilometre of descent, and despite hearing nothing other than ourselves it was nonetheless a marvellous way to conclude what for us was a very hard day. Certainly, had we had where we climbed to pointed out to us at the start of the day, we wouldn’t have considered it possible!

Immediately on arrival, Renzo served up stunningly good spinach soup followed by rice bolognese, and shortly thereafter we hit the sleeping bags for a well earned rest! Fun for the day wasn’t quite over yet however, since the combination of a tent pitched on a slight slope and an almost total lack of friction between bags and mattresses, we spent a good deal of time appreciating just how interesting a time ski-jumpers have immediately prior to take-off!

Birds seen: Campsite and foothills - American Kestrel 1, White-tipped Dove 2, Scarlet-fronted Parakeet 17, Peruvian Pygmy-owl 4, Sparkling Violet-ear 4, Amazilia Hummingbird 1, Oasis Hummingbird 1, Black-necked Woodpecker 2, Streaked Tit-spinetail 1, Russet-bellied Spinetail 1, White-browed Chat-tyrant 10, Piura Chat-tyrant 4, Vermillion Flycatcher 1, Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant 8, Pied-crested Tit-tyrant 12, Chiguanco Thrush 1, Bay-crowned Brush-finch 6, Cinereous Conebill 2, Scrub Blackbird 2, Hooded Siskin 10.
1st June

Our first ‘new’ discovery followed shortly after a quick cup of drink just after 05:30, during which time we drooled over just how clear the skies were and on how brilliant the stars were. Our quest was to try and determine which owl was in residence in the campsite area, so tapes were played pre-dawn, but there was nothing responding. Undaunted, perseverance finally paid off just as it was beginning to get light, when a Peruvian Screech-owl started up. The dummy competition soon proved too much for it, and in a combination of Maglight torch and the first light of day, we managed to at least get views of it before it flew over our heads and off once more. It was to continue calling for some while, but our more pressing date was with a large bowl of steaming hot porridge, courtesy of the tirelessly working Renzo – and mighty fine it was too!

For reasons beyond understanding (since we hardly did any more birding!) the walk back down to St. Damian took just as long as our ascent had done the previous day – though we did at least manage to beat the donkeys!

Birds seen: Campsite to St Damian - Black-chested Buzzard-eagle 1, American Kestrel 1, Eared Dove 4, Gold-billed Ground-dove 1, Bare-faced Ground-dove 1, Scarlet-fronted Parakeet 6, West Peruvian Screech-owl 1, Peruvian Pygmy-owl 1, Andean Swift 20, Sparkling Violet-ear 2, Peruvian Sheartail 1, Purple-collared Woodstar 5, Black-necked Woodpecker 1, White-browed Chat-tyrant 2, Vermillion Flycatcher 1, Tropical (punensis) Pewee 2, Pied-crested Tit-tyrant 3, Southern Beardless Tyrannulet 1, Chiguanco Thrush 1, White-faced Gnatcatcher 1, Great Inca-finch 2, Cinereous Conebill 1, Scrub Blackbird 2.
By late morning we were all stowed away again and ready for the off – the village entertainment no longer, and with a relatively small crowd waving us on our way, we reflected on phase one of our trip already being over…. it had been brilliant! Interestingly, and probably due to cramming so much into each day, it felt like we had already been away a week!

Between leaving St Damian and reaching Recuay (and the tarmac!), we interspersed birding with travelling, initially on a road which took us through what at the time we considered to be spectacular scenery. Onec beyond Aija, we “got serious” however, and began what was initially a canastero search – right up to the point at which Marion glimpsed a Tinamou skulking into a small patch of grasses.When we subsequently got to see the bird properly, it turned out to be nothing other than Kalinowski’s Tinamou, a species practically unknown since its recent rediscovery (by Gunnar). ‘Practically unknown’ translates to our apparently being the 14th and 15th people to have seen it since Gunnar. The jury is still out as to whether it’s a good species or ‘just’ a race of Ornate Tinamou however, so there’s work for someone to do should then be up for a challenge!

Within the hour, the euphoria of having seen the Tinamou had subsided (yet had been added to in no small way by a stunning male Green-headed Hillstar), we found ourselves back on the relative comfort of tarmac roads. However, the sight of “the black stuff” was distinctly secondary to the superbly lit snow-clad Cordilleras Blancas, which we were to be getting a lot closer to over the next two days

Birds seen: St Damian to Recuay - Kalinowski's Tinamou 1, 0, Variable Hawk 3, Mountain Caracara 3, American Kestrel 1, Sparkling Violet-ear 2, Green-headed Hillstar 1, Giant Hummingbird 1, Plain-breasted Earthcreeper 2, Streak-throated Canastero 2, Streak-backed Canastero 1, Many-striped Canastero 2, Black-billed Shrike-tyrant 1, Puna Ground-tyrant 1, Cinereous Ground-tyrant 1, Southern Beardless Tyrannulet 3, Brown-bellied Swallow 2, Rufous-collared Sparrow 10, Mourning Sierra-finch 4, Plumbeous Sierra-finch 2, Band-tailed Sierra-finch 1, Bright-rumped Yellow-finch 10, Plain-coloured Seedeater 2, Hepatic Tanager 2, Hooded Siskin 2, House Sparrow 2.

Due as we were to be spending the night in Caraz, we nonetheless called into Yungay on the way. This was primarily to determine the cause of some disconcerting squeaking the vehicle was making, and also to replenish our dwindling stock of film! Before not too long we were safely ensconced in the Hotel and taking an evening meal with a room full of locals becoming increasingly ecstatic over Peru putting one over Uruguay in a World Cup qualifying match!
2nd June

In birding terms, our day was set aside for the high tops of the Huascaran National Park, with an anticipated chief prize of White-cheeked Cotinga. – the downside of which being a necessity to be in their habitat around dawn. This precipitated a pre-dawn departure from Caraz, our intention being to camp the night in the park to give ourselves a second bite (should the need arise) the following day, without the need for an hours’ travel beforehand. Even though we made good time up the mountain (or more accurately because we did) we found ourselves with time on our hands before ‘cotinga witching hour’, so after a brief stop for Tit-like Dacnis we continued on up and over the Yanama Pass (4700 metres) to try our luck on the already sunny eastern slopes first.

This decision proved to be inspired, for having found the correct habitat and electing to breakfast overlooking it, White-cheeked Cotinga duly checked in – perhaps six birds in all, along with Red-crested Cotinga and Striated Earthcreeper for good measure. Following another of Renzo’s ‘big breakfasts’ (we still awaited the promised eggs and bacon!) a short optimistic walk for Ash-breasted Tit-tyrant was hardly a reversal of fortunes since its hardly a species we might have expected to find, since its so rare. Accordingly, we remained in buoyant mood as we crossed back over the pass.

What a change! With the sun now hitting the western slopes, the scenery had altered out of all recognition, transforming the valley to something completely spectacular – so much so we were obliged to stop and take some photographs! Descending to around 3900 metres took a while, involving as it did around 200 hairpin bends, but having done so – and finding ourselves close to Laguna Orconcocha in the Llanganuco Valley, we soon added a number of list-padders whilst undertaking a master-class in Ground-tyrant identification. In stark contrast, Laguna Chinancocha, which practically butt-joins Orconcocha had absolutely NOTHING on it – apart from the odd (alleged) pleasure boat

Lunch was designed to be taken in the sunshine since it was so cold – alas plans shattered by encroaching shadows – so we just got colder! Sated, we next took the Dona Josefa trail from the Visitor’s Centre, with a target of Plain-tailed Warbling-finch. Perhaps due to the shadows, practically the entire trail was all but birdless, though it was a nice (downhill!) stroll – and the finch dutifully fell into place before we had gone 100 metres!

Birds seen: Huascaran National Park - Puna Ibis 20, Andean Goose 10, Crested Duck 20, Speckled (Andean) Teal 30, Puna Teal 10, Andean Ruddy Duck 15, Mountain Caracara 2, American Kestrel 1, Slate-coloured (Andean) Coot 10, Andean Lapwing 3, Andean Gull 3, Eared Dove 1, Green-headed Hillstar 1, Giant Hummingbird 1, Shining Sunbeam 2, Blue-mantled Thornbill 2, Andean Flicker 1, Striated Earthcreeper 1, Plain-breasted Earthcreeper 1, Bar-winged Cinclodes 25, Rusty-crowned Tit-spinetail 1, Baron's Spinetail 2, Streak-throated Canastero 2, Many-striped Canastero 2, Stripe-headed Antpitta 5, Ancash Tapaculo 4, Red-crested Cotinga 1, White-cheeked Cotinga 6, Rufous-webbed Monjita 3, Rufous-naped Ground-tyrant 1, Plain-capped Ground-tyrant 10, Cinereous Ground-tyrant 2, Spot-billed Ground-tyrant 1, D'orbigny's Chat-tyrant 1, Rufous-breasted Chat-tyrant 4, Black Phoebe 1, White-throated Tyrannulet 1, Brown-bellied Swallow 15, Blue-and-white Swallow 20, Andean Cliff Swallow 1, White-capped Dipper 1, Sedge Wren 1, Southern House Wren 2, Chiguanco Thrush 2, Great Thrush 2, Peruvian Sierra-finch 10, Plumbeous Sierra-finch 10, Ash-breasted Sierra-finch 4, Plain-tailed Warbling-finch 2, Bright-rumped Yellow-finch 20, Rufous-eared Brush-finch 6, Tit-like Dacnis 30, Giant Conebill 1, Black-crested Warbler 6.

With much dust and horn-blowing we made our final stop of the day (Pueblo Libre village) in just enough daylight to give the canastero a try - it being an as yet un-described form, either of Pale-tailed – or something completely new altogether. Fatefully, we reached a stand of likely looking cacti just as it was getting dusk, and despite finding a nest apparently in use, failed to see the bird. So, we move a few paces in the direction of the vehicle – and a bird calls… so we move back… nothing. Moving off again we make slightly more progress before the same thing happens – surely the thing is just having a laugh! Then – compounding these suspicions, ‘something’ flies across our bows like a missile and disappears without trace! Thoughts of Agent Orange and napalm are held back only by growing hunger pangs, so we headed back to Caraz, forsaking the planned nights camping, since opinions were that it would simply be too cold – at least that’s our story! 

Birds seen: Pueblo Libre village - Gold-billed Ground-dove 3, Spot-throated Hummingbird 3, Pale-tailed (undescribed form) Canastero 1, D'orbigny's Chat-tyrant 1, Vermillion Flycatcher 1, Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant 1, Rufous-collared Sparrow 10, Peruvian Meadowlark 1.

Evening meal was all but a repeat performance too, but this time the locals were unified in appreciating the demise of Argentina at the hands of Brazil!
3rd June

Having done so well the previous day, we scheduled ourselves to be back in the National Park, on the lower slopes of the Dona Josefa trail, before dawn. This seemed reward enough for the success! So we are up at 03:30 and on our way by 04:00, a plan working just fine until we drew to a halt to await a red lights’ change….to Gunnars’ amazement; “Its 4 in the morning – lets go!!!” needed no translation from the Spanish!

Moonlight transformed white to cream, such that the high peaks within the park appeared even more stunning than in the sunshine, and a little after 05:00, we began our walk – alas all up-hill, but we were getting into things a little more by this time and it didn’t seem so bad despite it still being dark. Unfortunately, and despite tape-luring at regular intervals, we had no response, nor did we hear anything calling, so it was a rare reversal – we couldn’t find Koepcke’s Screech Owl. With only the very occasional noise or bird sighting, after 45 minutes we called a halt and retraced our steps back for breakfast. “Eggs, bacon and beans!!!” Thereafter we walked down the road for about a kilometre whilst the vehicle was re-packed, finding nothing new, so after being picked up again we braced ourselves for round Two with the canastero!

Birds seen: Huascaran National Park - Band-tailed Pigeon 1, Eared Dove 2, Gold-billed Ground-dove 6, Green-headed Hillstar 1, Shining Sunbeam 1, White-winged Cinclodes 1, Baron's Spinetail 3, Ancash Tapaculo 1, Spot-billed Ground-tyrant 1, White-browed Chat-tyrant 1, Chiguanco Thrush 2, Great Thrush 2, Peruvian Sierra-finch 6, Ash-breasted Sierra-finch 2, Plain-tailed Warbling-finch 2, Band-tailed Seedeater 1, Plain-coloured Seedeater 1, Rufous-eared Brush-finch 2.

Success! Within a few minutes we located the previous evenings’ tormentor, surprisingly, nowhere near what we thought was the occupied nest. All we have to do now is to wait for someone to tell us what it is! All this was after a nervous couple of minutes when we thought the days’ plans were in tatters due to workmen digging a trench across the track, but fortunately the chasm was negotiable, so we were OK.

Birds seen: Pueblo Libre village - Eared Dove 20, Gold-billed Ground-dove 6, Bare-faced Ground-dove 10, Spot-throated Hummingbird 3, Pale-tailed (undescribed form) Canastero 1, Vermillion Flycatcher 2, Southern House Wren 3, Band-tailed Seedeater 2.

So, with the canastero safely under our belts, and now on the right side of the man-made rift, we slowly made our way back to the coastal town of Casma, arriving after dark. The day-long trip was not without incident, including once having to wait whilst a bull-dozer completed re-making the road! To our knowledge, the route had not been seriously (or ever?) birded before, and at times this was easy to understand, since getting lost looked to be something fairly simple to do! Fortunately for us however, we chanced upon and thereafter travelled in loose convoy (1-2km apart at times) with a bus which we took to be headed for the coast too. Several times we used it to help us choose our route, including once when we had to scan ahead for it with bins! Frequently through scenically spectacular countryside, oftentimes on horrendously hair-pinned roads, birding was fairly uniform – light but interesting.

Birds seen: Pueblo Libre village to Nepeña - Black-chested Buzzard-eagle 2, Variable Hawk 1, Mountain Caracara 6, American Kestrel 2, Grey-breasted Seedsnipe 2, Bare-faced Ground-dove 40, Sparkling Violet-ear 1, Amazilia Hummingbird 3, Bronze-tailed Comet 2, Peruvian Sheartail 2, Rusty-crowned Tit-spinetail 3, Streak-throated Canastero 2, Rufous-webbed Monjita 1, Cinereous Ground-tyrant 2, Southern Beardless Tyrannulet 3, Long-tailed Mockingbird 20, Rufous-collared Sparrow 20, Mourning Sierra-finch 30, Plumbeous Sierra-finch 20, Ash-breasted Sierra-finch 10, Band-tailed Sierra-finch 25, Bright-rumped Yellow-finch 20, Blue-and-yellow Tanager 2, Black-throated Flower-piercer 2, Scrub Blackbird 1, Hooded Siskin 30.

Fog, or perhaps it was just dusty mist, foretold us approaching the coast, followed in quick succession by Long-tailed Meadowlark and Groove-billed Ani, the first for days. However, and given we still had a distance to go before our overnight stop, we hadn’t too much time to bird. Nevertheless, and in quick succession, two stops in the Nepeña area accounted for some great birds, as we unearthed range extensions for three species in the form of Greyish Miner plus Baird’s and Rufous Flycatchers.

Birds seen: Nepeña - Pacific Dove 2, Groove-billed Ani 1, Peruvian Pygmy-owl 1, Burrowing Owl 2, Amazilia Hummingbird 1, Greyish Miner 4, Short-tailed Field-tyrant 2, Baird's Flycatcher 1, Rufous Flycatcher 1, Pied-crested Tit-tyrant 3, White-crested Elaenia 1, Blue-and-white Swallow 50, Chestnut-collared Swallow 3, Fasciated Wren 1, Southern House Wren 2, Long-tailed Mockingbird 10, Collared Warbling-finch 8, Streaked Saltator 1, Peruvian Meadowlark 6.

More interestingly, Gunnar had been keeping his eyes on the acacia-like “woodland” we were passing through, considering if any patches were worthy of a stop to look for Peruvian Plantcutter. Eventually, a likely stand was seen, and though it would mean a late arrival in Casma, we didn’t have to think too long before agreeing it was worth a look. As it transpired, the woodland was actually a small reserve (Pañamarca), complete with boundary fence – an essential, since goats had clearly been at work elsewhere in the area, with devastating effect on any undergrowth. Having asked permission for a short walk across a farmers’ land, we found ourselves at the fence, and unfortunately its gate, hasped shut. Nonetheless, after ten minutes of searching the top-most perches of the area, Marion duly found a male plantcutter and after a few renditions of its weird call, Gunnar got a response from what must have been a second bird. Superb! A new location for the species, and another range extension to boot, so we were all happy bunnies.

Birds seen: Pañamarca - Turkey Vulture 6, American Black Vulture 1, Harris' Hawk 1, Pacific Dove 2, Gold-billed Ground-dove 6, Vermillion Flycatcher 3, Tropical Kingbird 1, Rufous Flycatcher 2, Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant 3, Peruvian Plantcutter 2, Streaked Saltator 1, Hepatic Tanager 2.

It was practically dark before we left the site, and at least another hour before we made the hotel – by a country mile the most plush looking place we had planned to be based during the entire trip. The place was HUGE, had hardly any cars in the car park, was practically un-manned, no Receptionist, no open restaurant, in fact little more than no nothing! They had even lost all knowledge of our advanced booking, so after 20 minutes of increasingly frustrating discussions, we left. The first local we spoke to informed us of the next nearest place, and within five minutes we were there; we walked in, got rooms (including a discount since there were five of us!) and were sat down ordering our meals – all within ten minutes. Clearly, there’s a right way and a wrong way to run a business, and to build reputations.

4th June

Surprisingly we were still all but 400km from Lima, our final stopping place on the trip, so again we planned not only to-day but to-morrow based on our personal needs, rather than to secure a bigger list. As such, just one stop, at Paraíso Lagoon, prior to reaching the capital – having negotiated ourselves through a military checkpoint, since they were going to be war-gaming at 11:00!

The lagoon was superb! Brackish, separated from the ocean by just the narrowest of sandbars, the place was alive with birds. In stark contrast to everywhere else thus far, everything was easy to find! Enjoying breakfast, we lingering at the site until just prior to the outbreak of war games, before heading south once more towards Lima

Birds seen: Paraíso Lagoon - Pied-billed Grebe 1, Great Grebe 125, Peruvian Pelican 30, Peruvian Booby 30, Olivaceous Cormorant 1000, Guanay Cormorant 4, Little Blue Heron 25, Snowy Egret 300, Great White Egret 100, Chilean Flamingo 300, White-cheeked Pintail 156, Cinnamon Teal 1, Turkey Vulture 20, Osprey 1, Slate-coloured (Andean) Coot 750, Snowy Plover 16, Whimbrel [Hudsonicus] 3, Greater Yellowlegs 27, Lesser Yellowlegs 18, Ruddy Turnstone 20, Sanderling 15, Baird's Sandpiper 40, Belcher's (Band-tailed) Gull 50, Kelp Gull 45, Grey-headed Gull 50, Black Tern 2, South American Tern 2, Royal Tern 15, Yellowish Pipit 1.

If the journey was relaxing and un-eventful (American Black Vulture 30, Killdeer 1, Least Seedsnipe 3, Eared Dove 6) until we reached the outskirts of Lima, it certainly got interesting thereafter!!! Its difficult to put into words just how chaotic the traffic was, with no real concept of “being in the right lane”, “give way” or “..due care and attention”, or anything else for that matter! The clearest ‘rule’ seemed to be “yield to nothing, intimidate anything”. Needless to say, given the size of Lima, by the time we had progressed from its northern outskirts to the home and offices of Kolibri Expeditions, we had endured a lengthy session of ‘dodgems’!

For the remainder of the day we had a new and amazingly gifted ‘dodgems’ driver in Adriano, and within minutes of dropping Gunnar off, we were on our way to the nearby Villa Marshes for lunch. The place is almost totally dominated by Olivaceous Cormorants and Black Vultures, and what with failing to find Peruvian Thick-knee, bird of the site was probably Plumbeous Rail – despite the ribbons of thousands of Guanay Cormorants moving south offshore.
Birds seen: Villa Marshes - Pied-billed Grebe 3, White-tufted Grebe 3, Great Grebe 10, Olivaceous Cormorant 1000, Black-crowned Night-heron 3, Cattle Egret 150, Striated Heron 1, Little Blue Heron 25, Snowy Egret 500, Great White Egret 75, Puna Ibis 25, Cinnamon Teal 25, Andean Ruddy Duck 6, American Black Vulture 200, American Kestrel 1, Plumbeous Rail 2, Moorhen 20, Slate-coloured (Andean) Coot 500, Black-necked Stilt 6, Killdeer 6, Grey-headed Gull 200, Pacific Dove 10, Groove-billed Ani 1, Wren-like Rushbird 1, Blue-and-white Swallow 20, Long-tailed Mockingbird 4.

Birds seen: Shoreline at Villa Marshes - Pied-billed Grebe 2, Great Grebe 5, Peruvian Pelican 3, Peruvian Booby 50, Olivaceous Cormorant 250, Guanay Cormorant 10000, Least Bittern 1, Striated Heron 2, Little Blue Heron 10, Snowy Egret 150, Great White Egret 10, American Black Vulture 150, Plumbeous Rail 1, Moorhen 15, Slate-coloured (Andean) Coot 100, Killdeer 6, Belcher's (Band-tailed) Gull 75, Kelp Gull 200, Burrowing Owl 2.

From this area, it was another 30 minutes or so to Pucusana, and in truth we hadn’t too much idea what was so special about the place until after we arrived there. Two key species were on offer however, Humboldt Penguin and Takzanowski’s Cinclodes, with numerous Inca Terns more than compensating for our not finding the penguin. Unfortunately, in trying to get views of the cinclodes for Marion, we somewhat overstepped our time limit here, so much so that we had no time remaining to make another attempt at the thick-knee.

Birds seen: Pucusana - Peruvian Pelican 8, Blue-footed Booby 1, Peruvian Booby 10, Red-legged Shag 3, Grey Gull 10, Belcher's (Band-tailed) Gull 20, Inca Tern 50, Taczanowski's Cinclodes 1.

Worse was actually still to come however – especially for Adriano – for having been stopped for the umpteenth time by the police, this bunch actually decided that they had found something wrong, namely that it was illegal for the driver not to be able to see out of his back window. In our case this was true enough, thanks to masses of gear being stowed away on the back seats. Two things made it additionally difficult to take, firstly that the situation was no different to what it had been for the previous week, and secondly, whilst we were being dealt with, many vehicles, principally buses, sped past the checkpoint in exactly the same condition as ourselves. It seems that buses in particular are above the law. We are not sure, but think that Adriano bribed the police with a few $’s in order to let us get on our way. Fortunately, the day ended on a suitably high note, with the reputation of the Chinese restaurant near the hotel proving to be well founded.

5th June

To-day we cashed in the “extra day” we earned ourselves through having done so well at Huascaran National Park on the first of our two scheduled two days there. Gunnar had mentioned three magic words, “Diademed… Sandpiper…. Plover” (DSP) after which we need absolutely no persuasion about where we were going! As such, it was another 05:00 departure, which came with the advantage of not having to play dodgems for the first half hour of the day. The road towards Ticlio Marsh (locally called a bog) was at least tarmac all the way, so the 120+km we had to travel wasn’t the bumpy affair we had endured on practically every previous day. Nonetheless, and despite being in an altogether better and  more comfortable vehicle, it still took the best part of three hours to get to the DSP site.

Turning off the tarmac at around the 127km mark we all but instantly came across White-bellied Cinclodes, another super rarity which even after recent discoveries of further colonies is said to number just 51 individuals. Seeing seven in as many minutes was therefore quite an achievement – the excitement from which probably cost us Andean Tinamou, Adriano having seen a Tinamou spp disappear into grasses as we stopped to look at the cinclodes! We were once more around the 15,500 foot mark  (4780 metres), so any sort of walk we were going to do was going to be at something approaching glacier speed! Juan sent Adriano ahead to prepare breakfast, then off we trudged across a surface still frozen from the overnight temperatures. Technically, and thanks solely to a few square metres, we were above the snow-line though even the high tops towering above us were nowhere near as coated as had been the Cordilleras Blanca.

Our 200-metre walk produced little other than what we had seen from the vehicle, but spirits remained high thanks to our knowing that a DSP had been seen at the site only two weeks earlier (and there was a second site close by where we had a second chance anyway!) Breakfast in fact overlooked a favoured DSP site, one which Juan had regularly seen them at in the past – yet only AFTER returning from a second LONGER walk which had the uphill leg as its return!! Undaunted, after what was our last real breakfast of the trip, off we set once more, downhill……. Interestingly, we subsequently found an adult DSP (the one from a fortnight earlier having been an immature) and though it was a smart bird, we never got within 50 metres of it.

Birds seen: Ticlio Marsh - Crested Duck 5, Giant Coot 1, Andean Lapwing 4, Diademed Plover 1, Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe 7, Grey-breasted Seedsnipe 4, Olivaceous Thornbill 2, Andean Flicker 2, Bar-winged Cinclodes 8, White-bellied Cinclodes 8, Plain-capped Ground-tyrant 8, White-winged Diuca-finch 4.

Flushed with these major successes, we pondered on what to do next for the best, being offered two or three sites on the way back to Lima as options. However we instead chose the second DSP site as that looked to offer more by way of interesting birds. Having paid brief respects to the coot, we soon found ourselves once more gaining altitude along the rather spectacular Marcapomacocha Road, logging good bird after good bird as we did. In what seemed to be no time at all, we turned off the main track onto a lesser one and parked up overlooking the site. Though it took us a little longer this time, the views we eventually got of the three DSPs (two adults and an immature) were absolutely stunning, and we spent almost an hour with them as they paraded themselves in front of us. A brilliant end to the morning, augmented by further views of the rather comical Olivaceous Thornbill, a rather weird hummingbird that once perched on the ground looks it find it too hot, causing it to jump up into flight again – bizarre really!

Birds seen: Marcapomacocha Road – Mountain Caracara 1, Diademed Plover 3, Grey-breasted Seedsnipe 3, Black-breasted Hillstar 1, Olivaceous Thornbill 3, Dark-winged Miner 2, Plain-breasted Earthcreeper 4, Bar-winged Cinclodes 10, Streak-backed Canastero 4, Ochre-naped Ground-tyrant 1, Cinereous Ground-tyrant 2, Spot-billed Ground-tyrant 1, Blue-and-white Swallow 1, Chiguanco Thrush 2, Peruvian Sierra-finch 20, Plumbeous Sierra-finch 10, Bright-rumped Yellow-finch 25, Black Siskin 10.

Lunch was taken along the Rio Blanco Road, and produced the rather fine Golden-billed Saltator amongst other things, but realistically, we were still on a high from what had gone before.

Birds seen: Rio Blanco Road - Torrent Duck 2, Red-backed Hawk 1, Andean Swift 2, Sparkling Violet-ear 2, Rusty-crowned Tit-spinetail 3, D'orbigny's Chat-tyrant 1, White-browed Chat-tyrant 1, Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant 1, Andean Cliff Swallow 4, White-capped Dipper 1, Rufous-collared Sparrow 6, Mourning Sierra-finch 4, Band-tailed Seedeater 5, Golden-billed Saltator 1, Cinereous Conebill 6.

Our last venue for the day was to be the Millo Tongo Road, our final fling for Andean Condor. Along the way, Marion achieved a notable double, finding Torrent Duck as we sped along, to add to her earlier White-capped Dipper. Millo Tongo is actually just another winding track, as rough as we had encountered anywhere. In fact, just as we began wondering where it was all leading to, a large bus came the other way, prompting thoughts of “How the…..”! We parked up at a suitable high point and asked Adriano to wait twenty minutes before following us downhill again. As things turned out, we were ready for the off before he caught us up since the sun had set behind the mountains on the other side of the valley, and cast our side in shadow; it instantly got appreciably cooler! No condors, despite much scanning, and mute testimony to just how badly persecuted the birds are in this region of Peru, even in National Parks. Wherever cattle or other browsers are introduced, condors as extirpated thereafter.

Birds seen: Millo Tongo Road - Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant 2, Rufous-collared Sparrow 6, Mourning Sierra-finch 20, Rusty-bellied Brush-finch 1, Cinereous Conebill 10 Variable Hawk 2, American Kestrel 3, White-tipped Dove 1, Sparkling Violet-ear 3, Giant Hummingbird 2.

Through the skills of Adriano and probably a little luck (!) we survived our final round of dodgems in getting back to the hotel, and thereafter returned to the Chinese Restaurant with Juan for the last supper and log. The last earl start in the morning was set to be 04:45!!

6th June
Overnight, another half dozen Kolibri expeditions clients had arrived in the Hotel, all of whom were to join us on the pelagic, and all of whom had had considerably less sleep than us! Adriano arrived about on cue, and we completed the short ride to Callao in double-quick time. Here, in quick succession, our food and then ourselves were ferried out to our floating home for the day. It was misty, still dark, yet in one of the quayside clubs it actually looked as if someone was getting married!

By the time dawn broke, we were well on our way to the offshore ‘home’ of a few Humboldt Penguins, passing swiftly there in an absolute flat calm. This “calm” turned out to be because of the islands, and as predicated by Gunnar, once beyond them (and with the penguin safely seen), the true state of the sea was revealed – a little bumpy, but not too bad. With the penguin behind us, the next target species, Peruvian Diving-petrel proved a little more tricky, yet soon enough the first of several hove into view, along with the first shearwaters and a distant, presumed Wilson’s Petrel. Once these had been logged, we prepared ourselves for a couple of hours of nothingness, as we slowly chugged at eight knots out to the Continental Shelf – 35 nautical miles out in this instance. During this time, we saw practically nothing apart from more of the same, though a small pod of Dusky Dolphins provided a fine, if brief distraction. The sea also became progressively more choppy, though still nothing to be too concerned about – at least not for those of us who had had anything resembling a nights’ sleep!

On reaching the turn-around point, birds had become much commoner, with hundreds of individuals (principally Sooty Shearwater and White-chinned Petrel) streaming past us – and even before we had begun chumming, six species of storm-petrel and two albatrosses had been logged. Chumming achieved the anticipated ‘drawing together’ effect, and at one stage there were perhaps 100 storm-petrels of several species dancing on the surface in front of us, as well as scores of larger petrels and even the odd albatross rafting around us. All rather wonderful despite being rolled around cork-like once we had stopped to take it all in. One key species, Waved Albatross, eluded us yet, and even beyond the time we had to turn and make our way back to Callao. However, usually we have happy endings, and one Waved finally showed itself – though not to everyone managed to get on it. Typical of rarities, it was practically the only albatross to simply produce a single fly-by.

Returning, the final addition to the day and trip list proved to be a somewhat distant adult Sabine’s Gull, which again only one or two saw out of the five of us still awake (or not suffering from mal-de-mer). Had there been any sunshine, the final couple of hours lounging on deck would have been a fittingly leisurely end to what had otherwise been a very tiring trip!

Callao loomed out of the mist on time, and after brief good-byes to those newly arrived and having expressed grateful thanks once more to Renzo and Gunnar, we ourselves were off to the airport with Adriano. Thankfully it was Sunday afternoon, and the traffic was relatively quiet.

Birds seen: Pelagic to 33 nautical miles out - Humboldt Penguin 15, Waved Albatross 1, Black-browed Albatross 1, Salvin's (Grey-backed) Albatross 5, Grey-headed Albatross 5, White-chinned Petrel 300, Pink-footed Shearwater 60, Sooty Shearwater 500, Wilson's Storm-petrel 150, Elliot's (White-vented) Storm-petrel 100, Wedge-rumped Storm-petrel 3, Madeiran (Band-rumped) Storm-petrel 1, Markham's Storm-petrel 25, Hornby's Storm-petrel 10, Peruvian Diving-petrel 8, Peruvian Pelican 30, Blue-footed Booby 20, Peruvian Booby 200, Olivaceous Cormorant 30, Guanay Cormorant 30, Turkey Vulture 3, American Black Vulture 6, Chilean Skua 5, South Polar Skua 2, Grey Gull 50, Belcher's (Band-tailed) Gull 350, Kelp Gull 500, Grey-headed Gull 1, Sabine's Gull 1, South American Tern 5, Common Tern 1, Inca Tern 500.

Fortunately (through fatigue!) we managed a fair proportion of sleep on the return long-haul to Madrid, which is just as well since the movies were dire and the musical entertainment unchanged from last month! Firmly in ‘baggage mode’, the stop-overs in Madrid and Heathrow passed quickly and before we knew it we were back in Manchester – unlike two of our bags! Form-filling over, we made it home around 10pm on 7th, and our wayward bags finally re-found us two days later. All in all, another famously successful trip, on which undoubtedly crossed paths with some of the rarest birds we have ever seen. 

Systematic list of birds seen

Kalinowski's Tinamou (Nothoprocta kalinowskii) - 1 seen: St Damian to Recuay on 1st June.

Humboldt Penguin (Spheniscus humboldti) - 15 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - 6 seen (Max. 3): Paraíso Lagoon (1 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (2 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (3 on 4th June).

White-tufted Grebe (Rollandia rolland) - 3 seen: Villa Marshes on 4th June.

Great Grebe (Podiceps major) - 140 seen (Max. 125): Paraíso Lagoon (125 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (5 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (10 on 4th June).

Waved Albatross (Diomedea irrorata) - 1 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

[ Black-browed Albatross (Diomedea melanophris) - 1 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June is still being assessed ]

Salvin's [Grey-backed] Albatross (Diomedea cauta salvini) - 5 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Grey-headed Albatross (Diomedea chrysostoma) - 5 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

White-chinned Petrel (Procellaria aequinoctialis) - 300 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Pink-footed Shearwater (Puffinus creatopus) - 60 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) - 500 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Wilson's Storm-petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) - 150 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Elliot's [White-vented] Storm-petrel (Oceanites gracilis) - 100 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Wedge-rumped Storm-petrel (Oceanodroma tethys) - 3 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Madeiran [Band-rumped] Storm-petrel (Oceanodroma castro) - 1 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Markham's Storm-petrel (Oceanodroma markhami) - 25 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Hornby's Storm-petrel (Oceanodroma hornbyi) - 10 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Peruvian Diving-petrel (Pelecanoides garnoti) - 8 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Peruvian Pelican (Pelecanus thagus) - 79 seen (Max. 30): Lachay to Huarmey (8 on 30th May), Paraíso Lagoon (30 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (30 on 6th June), Pucusana (8 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (3 on 4th June).

Blue-footed Booby (Sula nebouxii) - 21 seen (Max. 20): Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (20 on 6th June), Pucusana (1 on 4th June).

Peruvian Booby (Sula variegata) - 296 seen (Max. 200): Lachay to Huarmey (6 on 30th May), Paraíso Lagoon (30 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (200 on 6th June), Pucusana (10 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (50 on 4th June).

Olivaceous Cormorant (Phalacrocorax olivaceus) - 2281 seen (Max. 1000): Lachay to Huarmey (1 on 30th May), Paraíso Lagoon (1000 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (30 on 6th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (250 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (1000 on 4th June).

Guanay Cormorant (Phalacrocorax bougainvillii) - 10034 seen (Max. 10000): Paraíso Lagoon (4 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (30 on 6th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (10000 on 4th June).

Red-legged Shag (Phalacrocorax gaimardi) - 3 seen: Pucusana on 4th June.

Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis) - 1 seen: Shore at Villa Marshes on 4th June.

Black-crowned Night-heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) - 3 seen: Villa Marshes on 4th June.

Cattle Egret (Bulbulcus ibis) - 355 seen (Max. 150): Huaral (100 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (105 on 30th May), Villa Marshes (150 on 4th June).

Striated Heron (Butorides striatus) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Shore at Villa Marshes (2 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (1 on 4th June).

Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) - 60 seen (Max. 25): Paraíso Lagoon (25 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (10 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (25 on 4th June).

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) - 953 seen (Max. 500): Huaral (3 on 30th May), Paraíso Lagoon (300 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (150 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (500 on 4th June).

Great White Egret (Egretta alba) - 185 seen (Max. 100): Paraíso Lagoon (100 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (10 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (75 on 4th June).

Puna Ibis (Plegadis ridgwayi) - 45 seen (Max. 25): Huascaran National Park (20 on 2nd June), Villa Marshes (25 on 4th June).

Chilean Flamingo (Phoenicopterus chilensis) - 300 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Andean Goose (Chloephaga melanoptera) - 10 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Crested Duck (Lophonetta specularioides) - 25 seen (Max. 20): Huascaran National Park (20 on 2nd June), Ticlio Marsh (5 on 5th June).

Torrent Duck (Merganetta armata) - 2 seen: Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] on 5th June.

Speckled [Andean] Teal (Anas [flavirostris] andium) - 30 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

White-cheeked Pintail (Anas bahamensis) - 156 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Puna Teal (Anas puna) - 10 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) - 26 seen (Max. 25): Paraíso Lagoon (1 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (25 on 4th June).

Andean Ruddy Duck (Oxyura ferruginea) - 21 seen (Max. 15): Huascaran National Park (15 on 2nd June), Villa Marshes (6 on 4th June).

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - 44 seen (Max. 20): Huarmey to St Damian (1 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (14 on 30th May), Pañamarca (6 on 3rd June), Paraíso Lagoon (20 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (3 on 6th June).

American Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - 403 seen (Max. 200): Huaral to Lima (30 on 4th June), Huarmey to St Damian (1 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (15 on 30th May), Pañamarca (1 on 3rd June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (6 on 6th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (150 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (200 on 4th June).

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - 1 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Black-chested Buzzard-eagle (Geranoaetus melanoleucus) - 7 seen (Max. 3): Lomas de Lachay (3 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (2 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits)).

Harris' Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) - 1 seen: Pañamarca on 3rd June.

Red-backed Hawk (Buteo polysoma) - 2 seen: Huarmey to St Damian (1 on 30th May), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (1 on 5th June).

Variable Hawk (Buteo poecilochrous) - 6 seen (Max. 3): Millo Tongo Road (2 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (3 on 1st June).

Mountain Caracara (Phalcoboenus megalopterus) - 12 seen (Max. 6): Huascaran National Park (2 on 2nd June), Marcapomacocha  Road (1 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (6 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (3 on 1st June).

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - 15 seen (Max. 3): Campsite and foothills (1 on 31st May), Huarmey to St Damian (3 on 30th May), Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Lachay to Huarmey (1 on 30th May), Lomas de Lachay (1 on 30th May), Millo Tongo Road (3 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 1st June), St Damian to Recuay (1 on 1st June), Villa Marshes (1 on 4th June).

Plumbeous Rail (Rallus sanguinolentus) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Shore at Villa Marshes (1 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (2 on 4th June).

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) - 35 seen (Max. 20): Shore at Villa Marshes (15 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (20 on 4th June).

Giant Coot (Fulica gigantea) - 1 seen: Ticlio Marsh on 5th June.

Slate-coloured [Andean] Coot (Fulica ardesiaca) - 1360 seen (Max. 750): Huascaran National Park (10 on 2nd June), Paraíso Lagoon (750 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (100 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (500 on 4th June).

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - 6 seen: Villa Marshes on 4th June.

Andean Lapwing (Vanellus resplendens) - 7 seen (Max. 4): Huascaran National Park (3 on 2nd June), Ticlio Marsh (4 on 5th June).

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - 13 seen (Max. 6): Paraíso to Huaral (1 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (6 on 4th June), Villa Marshes (6 on 4th June).

Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) - 16 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Diademed Plover (Phegornis mitchellii) - 4 seen (Max. 3): Marcapomacocha  Road (3 on 5th June), Ticlio Marsh (1 on 5th June).

Tawny-throated Dotterel (Oreopholus ruficollis) - 7 seen: Lomas de Lachay on 30th May.

Whimbrel [Hudsonicus] (Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus) - 3 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - 27 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - 18 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - 20 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Sanderling (Calidris alba) - 15 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - 40 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe (Attagis gayi) - 7 seen: Ticlio Marsh on 5th June.

Grey-breasted Seedsnipe (Thinocorus orbignyianus) - 9 seen (Max. 4): Marcapomacocha  Road (3 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), Ticlio Marsh (4 on 5th June).

Least Seedsnipe (Thinocorus rumicivorus) - 153 seen (Max. 150): Lomas de Lachay (150 on 30th May), Paraíso to Huaral (3 on 4th June).

Chilean Skua (Catharacta chilensis) - 5 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

South Polar Skua (Catharacta maccormicki) - 2 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Grey Gull (Larus modestus) - 60 seen (Max. 50): Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (50 on 6th June), Pucusana (10 on 4th June).

Belcher's [Band-tailed] Gull (Larus belcheri) - 495 seen (Max. 350): Paraíso Lagoon (50 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (350 on 6th June), Pucusana (20 on 4th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (75 on 4th June).

Kelp Gull (Larus dominicanus) - 745 seen (Max. 500): Paraíso Lagoon (45 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (500 on 6th June), Shore at Villa Marshes (200 on 4th June).

Grey-headed Gull (Larus cirrocephalus) - 251 seen (Max. 200): Paraíso Lagoon (50 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (1 on 6th June), Villa Marshes (200 on 4th June).

Andean Gull (Larus serranus) - 3 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Sabine's Gull (Xema sabini) - 1 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Black Tern (Childonias niger) - 2 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

South American Tern (Sterna hirundinacea) - 7 seen (Max. 5): Paraíso Lagoon (2 on 4th June), Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (5 on 6th June).

Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) - 1 seen: Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] on 6th June.

Royal Tern (Sterna maxima) - 15 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

Inca Tern (Larosterna inca) - 550 seen (Max. 500): Pelagic [to 35NM W of Lima] (500 on 6th June), Pucusana (50 on 4th June).

Band-tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 3rd June.

Eared Dove (Zenaida auriculata) - 68 seen (Max. 25): Huaral to Lima (6 on 4th June), Huascaran National Park (3 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 2])), Lomas de Lachay (25 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre Village (20 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (14 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 10])).

Pacific Dove (Zenaida meloda) - 16 seen (Max. 10): Huaral (1 on 30th May), Huarmey to St Damian (1 on 30th May), Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), Pañamarca (2 on 3rd June), Villa Marshes (10 on 4th June).

Gold-billed Ground-dove (Columbina cruziana) - 54 seen (Max. 16): Huaral (16 on 30th May), Huascaran National Park (6 on 3rd June), Lomas de Lachay (15 on 30th May), Pañamarca (6 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (9 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 6])), St Damian to Campsite (2 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits)).

Bare-faced Ground-dove (Metriopelia ceciliae) - 460 seen (Max. 200): Huaral (150 on 30th May), Huarmey to St Damian (200 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (50 on 30th May), Lomas de Lachay (3 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (40 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (10 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (7 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 6])).

White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Campsite and foothills (2 on 31st May), Millo Tongo Road (1 on 5th June).

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet (Aratinga wagleri) - 23 seen (Max. 17): Campsite and foothills (17 on 31st May), St Damian to Campsite (6 on 1st June).

Mountain Parakeet (Bolborhynchus aurifrons) – 2+ heard: St Damian to Campsite on 31st May.

Dark-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus melacoryphus) - 1 seen: Huarmey to St Damian on 30th May.

Groove-billed Ani (Crotophaga sulcirostris) - 8 seen (Max. 6): Huarmey to St Damian (6 on 30th May), Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), Villa Marshes (1 on 4th June).

West Peruvian Screech-owl (Otus roboratus) - 1 seen: St Damian to Campsite on 1st June.

Peruvian Pygmy-owl (Glaucidium peruanum) - 6 (2 seen, 4 heard [Max. 4]): Campsite and foothills (4 on 31st May), Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 1st June).

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) - 6 seen (Max. 2): Lomas de Lachay (2 on 30th May), Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), Shore at Villa Marshes (2 on 4th June).

Andean Swift (Aeronautes andecolus) - 32 seen (Max. 20): Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (2 on 5th June), St Damian to Campsite (30 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 20])).

Sparkling Violet-ear (Colibri coruscans) - 14 seen (Max. 4): Campsite and foothills (4 on 31st May), Millo Tongo Road (3 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (2 on 5th June), St Damian to Campsite (2 on 1st June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Spot-throated Hummingbird (Leucippus taczanowskii) - 6 seen (Max. 3): Pueblo Libre Village between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 3]).

Amazilia Hummingbird (Amazilia amazilia) - 12 seen (Max. 3): Campsite and foothills (1 on 31st May), Huarmey to St Damian (3 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (1 on 30th May), Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (3 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (3 on 31st May).

Green-headed Hillstar (Oreotrochilus stolzmanni) - 3 seen: Huascaran National Park (2 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits)), St Damian to Recuay (1 on 1st June).

Black-breasted Hillstar (Oreotrochilus melanogaster) - 1 seen: Marcapomacocha  Road on 5th June.

Giant Hummingbird (Patagona gigas) - 4 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Millo Tongo Road (2 on 5th June), St Damian to Recuay (1 on 1st June).

Shining Sunbeam (Aglaeactis cupripennis) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 2]).

Bronze-tailed Comet (Polyonymus caroli) - 2 seen: Pueblo Libre to Nepeña on 3rd June.

Olivaceous Thornbill (Chalcostigma olivaceum) - 5 seen (Max. 3): Marcapomacocha  Road (3 on 5th June), Ticlio Marsh (2 on 5th June).

Blue-mantled Thornbill (Chalcostigma stanleyi) - 2 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Oasis Hummingbird (Rhodopis vesper) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Campsite and foothills (1 on 31st May), St Damian to Campsite (2 on 31st May).

Peruvian Sheartail (Thaumastura cora) - 5 seen (Max. 2): Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (3 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 2])).

Purple-collared Woodstar (Myrtis fanny) - 11 seen (Max. 6): St Damian to Campsite between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 6]).

Black-necked Woodpecker (Chrysoptilus atricollis) - 5 (3 seen 2 heard [Max. 2]): Campsite and foothills (2 on 31st May), St Damian to Campsite (3 between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 2])).

Andean Flicker (Colaptes rupicola) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Ticlio Marsh (2 on 5th June).

Greyish Miner (Geositta maritima) - 11 seen (Max. 7): Lomas de Lachay (7 on 30th May), Nepeña (4 on 3rd June).

Coastal Miner (Geositta peruviana) - 20 seen: Lomas de Lachay on 30th May.

Dark-winged Miner (Geositta saxicolina) - 2 seen: Marcapomacocha  Road on 5th June.

Thick-billed Miner (Geositta crassirostris) - 1 seen: Lomas de Lachay on 30th May.

Striated Earthcreeper (Upucerthia serrana) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Plain-breasted Earthcreeper (Upucerthia jelski) - 7 seen (Max. 4): Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Marcapomacocha  Road (4 on 5th June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Bar-winged Cinclodes (Cinclodes fuscus) - 43 seen (Max. 25): Huascaran National Park (25 on 2nd June), Marcapomacocha  Road (10 on 5th June), Ticlio Marsh (8 on 5th June).

White-winged Cinclodes (Cinclodes atacamensis) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 3rd June.

White-bellied Cinclodes (Cinclodes palliatus) - 8 seen: Ticlio Marsh on 5th June.

Taczanowski's Cinclodes (Cinclodes taczanowskii) - 1 seen: Pucusana on 4th June.

Streaked Tit-spinetail (Leptasthenura striata) - 1 seen: Campsite and foothills on 31st May.

Rusty-crowned Tit-spinetail (Leptasthenura pileata) - 7 seen (Max. 3): Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (3 on 3rd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (3 on 5th June).

Russet-bellied Spinetail (Synallaxis zimmeri) - 1 seen: Campsite and foothills on 31st May.

Baron's Spinetail (Cranioleuca baroni) - 5 seen (Max. 3): Huascaran National Park between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 3]).

Cactus Canastero (Asthenes cactorum) - 1 seen: Lomas de Lachay on 30th May.

Pale-tailed [undescribed form] Canastero (Asthenes huancavelicae ‘pueblolibre’) - 2 (1 seen, 1 heard): Pueblo Libre Village between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits).

Streak-throated Canastero (Asthenes humilis) - 6 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park (2 on 2nd June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Streak-backed Canastero (Asthenes wyatti) - 5 seen (Max. 4): Marcapomacocha  Road (4 on 5th June), St Damian to Recuay (1 on 1st June).

Many-striped Canastero (Asthenes flammulata) - 4 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park (2 on 2nd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Wren-like Rushbird (Phleocryptes melanops) - 1 seen: Villa Marshes on 4th June.

Stripe-headed Antpitta (Grallaria andicola) - 5 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Ancash Tapaculo (Scytalopus affinis) - 5 heard (Max. 4): Huascaran National Park between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 4]).

Red-crested Cotinga (Ampelion rubrocristata) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

White-cheeked Cotinga (Ampelion stresemanni) - 6 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Black-billed Shrike-tyrant (Agriornis montana) - 1 seen: St Damian to Recuay on 1st June.

Rufous-webbed Monjita (Xolmis rufipennis) - 4 seen (Max. 3): Huascaran National Park (3 on 2nd June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (1 on 3rd June).

Rufous-naped Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola rufivertex) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Puna Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola juninensis) - 1 seen: St Damian to Recuay on 1st June.

Ochre-naped Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola flavinucha) - 1 seen: Marcapomacocha  Road on 5th June.

Plain-capped Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola alpina) - 18 seen (Max. 10): Huascaran National Park (10 on 2nd June), Ticlio Marsh (8 on 5th June).

Cinereous Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola cinerea) - 7 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park (2 on 2nd June), Marcapomacocha  Road (2 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (1 on 1st June).

Dark-faced Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola macloviana) - 1 seen: Lomas de Lachay on 30th May.

Spot-billed Ground-tyrant (Muscisaxicola maculirostris) - 3 seen: Huascaran National Park (2 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits)), Marcapomacocha  Road (1 on 5th June).

Short-tailed Field-tyrant (Muscigralla brevicauda) - 2 seen: Nepeña on 3rd June.

D'orbigny's Chat-tyrant (Ochthoeca oenanthoides) - 3 seen: Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Pueblo Libre Village (1 on 2nd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (1 on 5th June).

White-browed Chat-tyrant (Ochthoeca leucophrys) - 14 seen (Max. 10): Campsite and foothills (10 on 31st May), Huascaran National Park (1 on 3rd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (1 on 5th June), St Damian to Campsite (2 on 1st June).

Piura Chat-tyrant (Ochthoeca piurae) - 4 seen: Campsite and foothills on 31st May.

Rufous-breasted Chat-tyrant (Ochthoeca rufipectoralis) - 4 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Vermillion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) - 41 seen (Max. 20): Campsite and foothills (1 on 31st May), Huaral (1 on 30th May), Huarmey to St Damian (20 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (2 on 30th May), Lomas de Lachay (10 on 30th May), Pañamarca (3 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (3 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 2])), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 1st June).

Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus) - 2 seen: Lachay to Huarmey (1 on 30th May), Pañamarca (1 on 3rd June).

Baird's Flycatcher (Myiodynastes bairdi) - 1 seen: Nepeña on 3rd June.

Rufous Flycatcher (Myiarchus semirufus) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), Pañamarca (2 on 3rd June).

Tropical Pewee (Contopus cinereus punensis) - 2 seen: St Damian to Campsite on 1st June.

Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant (Anairetes flavirostris) - 19 seen (Max. 8): Campsite and foothills (8 on 31st May), Millo Tongo Road (2 on 5th June), Pañamarca (3 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (1 on 2nd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (1 on 5th June), St Damian to Campsite (4 on 31st May).

Pied-crested Tit-tyrant (Anairetes reguloides) - 18 seen (Max. 12): Campsite and foothills (12 on 31st May), Nepeña (3 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (3 on 1st June).

White-throated Tyrannulet (Mecocerculus leucophrys) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

White-crested Elaenia (Elaenia albiceps) - 1 seen: Nepeña on 3rd June.

Southern Beardless Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum) - 8 seen (Max. 3): Lachay to Huarmey (1 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (3 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 1st June), St Damian to Recuay (3 on 1st June).

Peruvian Plantcutter (Phytotoma raimondii) – 2 (1 seen, 1 heard): Pañamarca on 3rd June.

Brown-bellied Swallow (Notiochelidon murina) - 17 seen (Max. 15): Huascaran National Park (15 on 2nd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Blue-and-white Swallow (Notiochelidon cyanoleuca) - 109 seen (Max. 50): Huaral (2 on 30th May), Huascaran National Park (20 on 2nd June), Lomas de Lachay (16 on 30th May), Marcapomacocha  Road (1 on 5th June), Nepeña (50 on 3rd June), Villa Marshes (20 on 4th June).

Andean Cliff Swallow (Hirundo andecola) - 5 seen (Max. 4): Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (4 on 5th June).

Chestnut-collared Swallow (Petrochelidon rufocollaris) - 3 seen: Nepeña on 3rd June.

Yellowish Pipit (Anthus lutescens) - 1 seen: Paraíso Lagoon on 4th June.

White-capped Dipper (Cinclus leucocephalus) - 2 seen: Huascaran National Park (1 on 2nd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (1 on 5th June).

Fasciated Wren (Campylorhynchus fasciatus) - 1 seen: Nepeña on 3rd June.

Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) - 1 heard: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Southern House Wren (Troglodytes musculus) - 10 seen (Max. 3): Huascaran National Park (2 on 2nd June), Lomas de Lachay (2 on 30th May), Nepeña (2 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (3 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 31st May).

Long-tailed Mockingbird (Mimus longicaudatus) - 67 seen (Max. 30): Huarmey to St Damian (30 on 30th May), Lachay to Huarmey (3 on 30th May), Nepeña (10 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (20 on 3rd June), Villa Marshes (4 on 4th June).

Chiguanco Thrush (Turdus chiguanco) - 9 seen (Max. 2): Campsite and foothills (1 on 31st May), Huascaran National Park (4 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 2])), Lomas de Lachay (1 on 30th May), Marcapomacocha  Road (2 on 5th June), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 1st June).

Great Thrush (Turdus fuscater) - 4 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 2]).

White-faced Gnatcatcher (Polioptila plumbea bilineata) - 4 seen (Max. 3): St Damian to Campsite between 31st May and 1st June (2 visits. [Max. 3]).

Rufous-collared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis) - 167 seen (Max. 100): Huarmey to St Damian (100 on 30th May), Lomas de Lachay (15 on 30th May), Millo Tongo Road (6 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (20 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (10 on 2nd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (6 on 5th June), St Damian to Recuay (10 on 1st June).

Peruvian Sierra-finch (Phrygilus punensis) - 36 seen (Max. 20): Huascaran National Park (16 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 10])), Marcapomacocha  Road (20 on 5th June).

Mourning Sierra-finch (Phrygilus fruticeti) - 58 seen (Max. 30): Millo Tongo Road (20 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (30 on 3rd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (4 on 5th June), St Damian to Recuay (4 on 1st June).

Plumbeous Sierra-finch (Phrygilus unicolor) - 42 seen (Max. 20): Huascaran National Park (10 on 2nd June), Marcapomacocha  Road (10 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (20 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Ash-breasted Sierra-finch (Phrygilus plebejus) - 18 seen (Max. 10): Huascaran National Park (6 between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 4])), Lomas de Lachay (2 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (10 on 3rd June).

Band-tailed Sierra-finch (Phrygilus alaudinus) - 30 seen (Max. 25): Lomas de Lachay (4 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (25 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (1 on 1st June).

White-winged Diuca-finch (Diuca speculifera) - 4 seen: Ticlio Marsh on 5th June.

Great Inca-finch (Incaspiza pulchra) - 2 seen: St Damian to Campsite on 1st June.

Plain-tailed Warbling-finch (Poospiza alticola) - 4 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 2]).

Collared Warbling-finch (Poospiza hispaniolensis) - 8 seen: Nepeña on 3rd June.

Bright-rumped Yellow-finch (Sicalis uropygialis) - 75 seen (Max. 25): Huascaran National Park (20 on 2nd June), Marcapomacocha  Road (25 on 5th June), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (20 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (10 on 1st June).

Band-tailed Seedeater (Catamenia analis) - 8 seen (Max. 5): Huascaran National Park (1 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (2 on 3rd June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (5 on 5th June).

Plain-coloured Seedeater (Catamenia inornata) - 3 seen (Max. 2): Huascaran National Park (1 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Rusty-bellied Brush-finch (Atlapetes nationi) - 1 seen: Millo Tongo Road on 5th June.

Bay-crowned Brush-finch (Atlapetes seebohmi) - 6 seen: Campsite and foothills on 31st May.

Rufous-eared Brush-finch (Atlapetes rufigenis) - 8 seen (Max. 6): Huascaran National Park between 2nd June and 3rd June (2 visits. [Max. 6]).

Golden-billed Saltator (Saltator aurantiirostris) - 1 seen: Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] on 5th June.

Streaked Saltator (Saltator albicollis) - 2 seen: Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), Pañamarca (1 on 3rd June).

Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava) - 4 seen (Max. 2): Pañamarca (2 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Blue-and-yellow Tanager (Thraupis bonariensis) - 2 seen: Pueblo Libre to Nepeña on 3rd June.

Tit-like Dacnis (Xenodacnis parina) - 30 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Giant Conebill (Oreomanes fraseri) - 1 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Cinereous Conebill (Conirostrum cinereum) - 19 seen (Max. 10): Campsite and foothills (2 on 31st May), Millo Tongo Road (10 on 5th June), Rio Blanco Rd [Km 100] (6 on 5th June), St Damian to Campsite (1 on 1st June).

Black-throated Flower-piercer (Diglossa brunneiventris) - 2 seen: Pueblo Libre to Nepeña on 3rd June.

Black-crested Warbler (Basileuterus nigrocristatus) - 6 seen: Huascaran National Park on 2nd June.

Peruvian Meadowlark (Sturnella bellicosa) - 17 seen (Max. 10): Lomas de Lachay (10 on 30th May), Nepeña (6 on 3rd June), Pueblo Libre Village (1 on 2nd June).

Scrub Blackbird (Dives warszewiczi) - 6 seen (Max. 2): Campsite and foothills (2 on 31st May), Huarmey to St Damian (1 on 30th May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (1 on 3rd June), St Damian to Campsite (2 on 1st June).

Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - 8 seen: Lachay to Huarmey on 30th May.

Hooded Siskin (Carduelis magellanica) - 42 seen (Max. 30): Campsite and foothills (10 on 31st May), Pueblo Libre to Nepeña (30 on 3rd June), St Damian to Recuay (2 on 1st June).

Black Siskin (Carduelis atrata) - 10 seen: Marcapomacocha  Road on 5th June.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - 2 seen: St Damian to Recuay on 1st June.
Total number of species recorded:  207.

Appendix A:  Name changes between Bird Recorder and the supplied check-list

	Species
	Checklist
	Bird Recorder

	 Phalacrocorax olivaceus
	 Neotropic Cormorant
	 Olivaceous Cormorant

	 Buteo poecilochrous
	 Puna Hawk
	 Variable Hawk

	 Columbina cruziana
	 Croaking Ground-dove
	 Golden-billed Ground-dove

	 Otus roboratus
	 Peruvian Screech-owl
	 West Peruvian Screech-owl

	 Chrysoptilus atricollis
	 Black-necked Flicker
	 Black-necked Woodpecker

	 Cinclodes taczanowskii
	 Peruvian Seaside Cinclodes
	 Taczanowski’s Cinclodes

	 Hirundo andecola
	 Andean Swallow
	 Andean Cliff Swallow

	 Xolmis rufipennis
	 Rufous-webbed Tyrant
	 Rufous-webbed Monjita
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